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Walking in
Dr. King’s
footsteps
ST. PETERSBURG –
Twenty-eight years ago, in
conjunction with the 1st Annual Federal King Holiday
Celebration in America,
Sevell C. Brown, III,
founded and institutionalized the first ever National
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Drum Major for Justice Parade Awards Banquet to
“Keep The Dream Alive” by
honoring those who walked
the same walk as Dr. King.
Unlike other cities
throughout
America,
Brown’s vision was to have
the MLK Annual Awards
Banquet open the week of
festivities; and unlike other
cities, St. Petersburg is the
only city with a week-long
series of events commemorating Dr. King.
Twenty-eight years later,
MLK Week opened up with
the 28th Annual National
MLK Parade & Battle of
Bands Drum Major for Justice Awards Banquet to
honor an array of nationally
renowned honorees in their
respective fields of expertise.
Fri. Jan. 18, honorees
and attendees flew into St.
Petersburg from all across
America to assemble before
a packed audience of 500 at
the Marriott/St. Petersburg-Clearwater on Roosevelt Blvd.
The Tampa Bay area
and the nation showed up to
see
internationally
renowned soloist, songwriter/composer and pastor, Wintley Phipps show
out as he performed his
most popular recordings
See AWARDS, page 5

The
gathering
of elders
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Academy Prep students love to learn.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The time has come for all
Pinellas County parents to
decide where to place
their kids for the upcoming school year. Should
they remain in their current school, or should
they make a change?
With Pinellas County
graduation rates averaging in the 70 percentile
over the last two years, it’s
no wonder parents are
trying to find a better solution.
A local gem that offers

cation that will prepare
students to not only excel
to the next level, but will
instill a love of learning
that will last a lifetime.
With an average graduation rate of over 90 percent since 1997, Academy
Prep delivers on its promises. In fact, last year 100
percent of their former
students graduated ontime from their prospective high schools. A
statistic that is sure to
wow parents.
“We’re so proud of
that,” Howard squealed
with excitement.
But Howard insists

the success of the program lies in its dedication
to create a well rounded
student. With gender
specific classes that remain relatively small, as
well as an extended day,
students can’t help but to
thrive in such a nurturing
environment.
“We have the same
students that are in the
Pinellas County schools
in our neighborhood,”
Howard stressed. “Given
the opportunity, these students can achieve. It’s
been proven.”
See PREP, page 6

You are your child’s first teacher
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Freelance Writer

Sevell Brown

a step up in education is
the Academy Prep Center. Located at 2301 22nd
Ave. S., Academy Prep is
unlike most schools in the
area.
“We’re far more than
four years of middle
school,” Head of School
Leanne Howard emphasized. “We’re looking at
the student’s transition
into high school and making an impact in their
community.”
Boasting a host of programs that are sure to entice parents and students
alike, Academy Prep
guarantees a quality edu-

Academy Prep St. Pete campus

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Pastor Martin
Rainey told a crowd gathered early last Sat. morning, “You are your child’s
first teacher,” his comment was met with thunderous applause.
Rainey, President of
Parent Support for Education Council (PSFEC),
was not just preaching to
the choir. He struck a
chord.
“The Community Village, Increasing Involve-

ment in Education” held
at the Pinellas County Job
Corps was organized to
celebrate the efforts of 58
parents who were being
honored for outstanding
involvement in their children’s education and to
create enthusiasm and
support for community
wide involvement in the
education, welfare and
lives of children.
The award winning
parents were nominated
by their churches, neighbors and friends for exceptional involvement and
engagement with their

ST. PETERSBURG –
Minson Rubin has been collecting and preserving
pieces of history from
around St. Petersburg for
decades.
“I’m here to tell you
some stories about where I
grew up and some of the
things I went through,” he
told the crowd that gathered at the First Baptist Institutional Church as part of
the African American Heritage Association’s MLK
Day of Service last week.
Known as the area’s
community historian for
African Americans, Rubin
was comfortable discussing
past segregation and provided a bit of history for the
young in attendance.
“I was born and raised
at 503 Jordan Park,” Rubin
stated. “Did you hear me
say anything about a street
number,” he asked as he informed the crowd how Jordan Park’s initial residents
were lumped together during the early years. “So if
you got any mail or anybody came looking for you,
they would have to find
[you].”
Rubin wanted to let the
young people know about
the differences and the
struggles their own parents
endured as they grew up in
Pinellas County. He focused on the schools and
their early beginnings during the time of segregation
and the later fight to desegregate schools throughout
the county.
“We’ve come a long
ways and some things still
aren’t right,” Rubin told
those in attendance, “but
See HISTORY, page 6

Nikki Johnson receives award.

children and their children’s education.
After a brief update on

the state of neighborhood
affairs by Councilman
See PARENT, page 4

Minson Rubin

 
                                                     

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com







    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
Are we there yet, part 2?

BY DERICK A. BERNARD

The celebration of MLK
Jr’s birthday was as grand
as ever, with marching
bands playing wonderful
music and the crème de la
crème of St Petersburg in
attendance at all major
events. Things got off to a
roaring start on Friday, January 18 with the “28th Annual
MLK
Awards
Banquet” at the Marriott.
The esteemed Wintley
Phipps, another fellow
Trinidadian,
was
the
keynote speaker for this
prestigious event.
On January 20 the 28th
Annual National MLK Jr
Drum Major for Justice
Battle of the Bands lit up
Tropicana field with exhilarating music and fancy footwork in a celebration of

African American culture
and musical creativity.
These were just two major
events in a calendar of activities celebrating the life
and times of MLK Jr. This
period of merriment and
somber reflection culminated in a grand street parade through the city of St
Petersburg. Beautiful people from all sectors of society
and
ethnic
backgrounds came out to
celebrate a great American
hero as another great
American was being inaugurated for his second term
in office.
The parade participants
filed out of Tropicana field
onto the parade route,
which began at 3rd Ave S,
proceeded north to Central
Ave, east to Bayshore Dr,
north to 5th Ave N and east
to the beautiful and picturesque Vinoy Park, where it
disbanded. First went the
floats, then the vehicles and
walking entrees and bringing up the rear were the
spectacular
marching
bands. It went off without a
hitch and the police, who
were barely visible, had little or no work to do. The
many vendors were very
happy as the large crowd

supported their efforts to
make a month’s profit on
this one day. St Petersburg
looked like the city called
‘perfect’ with everyone congregating in a seemingly
harmonious whole as
though there was a conscious effort to live Dr
King’s “Dream”.
I left the parade early so
I could hear the president’s
second inaugural speech
and observe what was happening in the nation’s capital on this auspicious day.
Having had my inauguration appetite satisfied, I returned to the celebration.
This time though, not up
town but on MLK Jr St S. I
was shocked and appalled
by what I encountered. Police Cruisers lined the middle of the street, bow to
stern, lights flashing, from
18th Ave S to as far north
as I could see. The police
presence was heavy and
overwhelming. It stuck out
like an uninvited guest to a
private party.
There were Young men
parading in their big
wheels and bling, music
piping out at a level of intolerance. They paraded like
male birds of paradise
dancing and singing to at-

tract a mate. Young women
strutted their stuff in an
endless march up one side
of the street and down the
other, leaving older men
panting and wishing for
younger days. But this was
their celebration, a celebration of their liberation, they
are Martin Luther King Jr’s
proverbial children and
they were celebrating his
life and theirs.
But their liberation did
not look much different
from the bondage of their
parents. There were no
Wintly Phipps giving eloquent speeches on this side
of town, no marching
bands on parade celebrating African American heritage, but only an endless
line of police cruisers.
The parade turned
north you see, passing
through the beautiful city
of St Petersburg, where
MLK Jr’s children hardly
ever venture and it ended at
Vinoy Park where they
hardly ever go. They have
their own little area you
see, its called Midtown and
their own parks called Lake
Shore Park and Boyd Hill
Nature Trail. They are
right on the shore of Lake
Maggiore and MLK Jr St

takes you straight to them
going south but the parade
went north, only north!
At about 6:30 p.m. the
police started corralling
and herding the celebrants
in an effort to close the
streets down and bring proceedings to a close. Anthony, a friend whom I was
hanging out with, and I left.
We proceeded to meet
Mark, another friend who
was selling his New York
B-B-Q at the Citgo gas station on the corner of 22 Ave
S and 34 St S, as he does
every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday afternoon. We got
there at approximately 7
p.m. and he was sold out of
ribs and chicken, all he had
left was fried fish and
shrimp.
The crowd was getting
bigger with young people
coming from MLK and
Mark’s fish and shrimp
were getting less and less,
so I guess it was a good day
for vendors. The gas station
too was doing some brisk
business since it was the
focal point for the gathering
of the “blingers” and their
fancy cars. I spoke with a
young man with a heavy
gold chain and pendant, the
biggest piece of bling I saw.

He said they were worth
about $35,000. “Wow” I said
to myself, “that can pay off
most of my debt.”
The atmosphere was
celebratory, no fussing,
cussing or fighting. Then
for some reason known
only to them, about ten to
fifteen police cruisers
sirens blared and lights
were flashing as if it were a
scene from a bad movie.
The parking lot was closed
and the “blingers” were
ushered out. All these
white police officers bearing down on mainly black
youth, who were celebrating Martin Luther King Jr,
just did not seem right. Let
me hasten to say that the
police were professional
and respectful and there
were no untoward incidents.
So what I am observing
here is just optics, emotions and messaging and
not context and content. I
have no knowledge of police experience nor am I
privy to the intelligence
which would have caused
them to use such a heavy
handed approach on this
day, but to me it just did not
look or feel right. So I ask
again, “Are we there yet?”

them. In a 2007 study of
178 countries by the
Geneva-based Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, the
U.S. ranked number one in
the number of guns per
person (88.8 per 100), far
ahead of all the other countries in the study. Yemen
was a distant runner-up
with 55 guns per 100 people, 40 percent less than
the U.S. rate.
Although the U.S. accounts for less than five
percent of the global population, Americans own an
estimated 35 to 50 percent
of all civilian-owned guns in
the world. Between 270300 million guns are in
civilian hands in the U.S. –
nearly one gun for every
man, woman, and child.
Our nation is saturated
with guns and the National
Rifle Association wants
more and more.
We can free our nation

of this scourge of gun violence. No external enemy
ever took the lives of so
many children and adults.
We can and must change
this. I am confident that
most Americans value
children’s safety and right
to live more than they
value the right of anyone
to have assault weapons
and high capacity ammunition magazines. If America can’t stand up for its
children, it doesn’t stand
for anything.
Marian Wright Edelman is president of the Children’s Defense Fund whose
Leave No Child Behind®
mission is to ensure every
child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Moral
Start in life and successful
passage to adulthood with
the help of caring families
and communities. For more
information go to www.childrensdefense.org.

Children must stop dying from fun violence

BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA Columnist

On Saturday, January
26, I was part of the March
on Washington for Gun
Control. We called on
members of Congress and
state legislators to pass
common sense gun safety
laws to stop the epidemic
of preventable child and
adult gun deaths. Others
were marching in Boston,
San Francisco, Chicago,
San Antonio, Jersey City,

and in communities across
the country.
Grassroots
groups
came together in the wake
of the massacre at Sandy
Hook Elementary School
in Newtown, Connecticut.
Mothers and fathers,
grandparents, pastors, gun
violence survivors, law enforcement officers, elected
officials, child advocates,
and everyone who believes
that our children’s right to
live, learn and grow up
safely must be protected
before guns, must not stop
marching, calling, writing,
and visiting and holding
our political leaders accountable. We must vote
them out if they do not act
to end the preventable and
immoral loss of child and
human lives and honor
what most Americans want
and our children need.
A new Gallup poll
shows that most Americans support universal

background checks for
gun buyers, a ban on assault weapons, limiting ammunition magazines to 10
rounds or less, and other
proposals in President
Obama’s plan to reduce
gun violence. It will be a
formidable fight to achieve
these essential steps but
we can and will succeed if
all of us raise an irresistible
and unrelenting voice in
every state in the weeks
and months to come, and
for as long as it takes.
Don’t let anyone tell
you current gun safety regulations are working just
fine. They aren’t. The massacre at Sandy Hook woke
up many Americans to the
epidemic of gun violence
which has snuffed out the
lives of 148,000 children
since 1968 – this is the
equivalent of 7,400 classrooms of 20 children and
teens. Every 30 minutes a
child or teen is shot in the

United States. Every 3
hours and 15 minutes a
child dies from gun violence. It’s time to say “no
more.”
Epidemic gun violence
against children—and its
toll on all who live in the
United
States—is
a
uniquely American phenomenon. In 2010, the U.S.
gun death rate— homicides, suicides, and accidents—for children and
teens was nearly 65 times
higher than the rates in the
United Kingdom and Germany and 108 times higher
than in Spain. The U.S. gun
homicide rate for children
and teens was 106 times
higher than the rate in Germany and 213 times higher
than the rates in Spain and
the United Kingdom.
The reason gun deaths
are a huge epidemic in the
United States is simple: it’s
the guns and the permissive gun laws that protect
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COMMUNITY NEWS
 The pipe

and the pulpit,

part 2

By Dr. Basha Jordan





www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

By Jon Wilson

Last week I wrote about how certain
mindsets can stop you from seeking help
from addiction. This week I’m here to say
there is hope for you if spiritual guidelines
are followed.
First, as parents, we need to be honest
and positive role models for our children
and not let them see us involved in behaviors that can cause an addiction to surface.
Whether it’s cigarettes, alcohol, promiscuous sex, misused prescription drugs or
other behaviors, parents have the responsibility of promoting prevention.
The Word says, “ Train up a child in the
way he should go: and when he is old , he
will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).Tell
them the truth about addiction and how to
live our lives practicing honesty as a lifestyle
and not just words. My daddy use to say,
“What you do sounds so loud, I can’t hear
what you say.”
Secondly, be open minded. If you or a
loved one are in active addiction, seek help
through a licensed counselor or facility that
has a positive track record for helping persons with your addiction. Professional help
is a God sent avenue of hope for you.
Be open to obtain new information that
could save your life. You need somebody to
give you what you do not have. If you had it
all, you wouldn’t be where you are now.
Your pastor, priest, or doctor should have
resources for you, but you must ask for
help. These professionals are governed by
a code of ethics which calls for them to be
trustworthy and know how to keep a confidence.
Thirdly, seek out a 12 Step meeting that

specializes in your addiction. The Yellow
pages and the internet are helpful. If you
think you will run into someone you know
at the meeting, go to one on the other side
of town or out of town until you become
comfortable with your recovery. There are
also 12 Step telephone meetings all over the
country which can be accessed through
the internet at various times of the day and
night.
Please do not think that you are so
unique that no one can help. This trick of
the disease of addiction and the devil who
will talk to us in an attempt to destroy our
lives. This is a spiritual problem needing a
Spiritual solution.
Pray and ask God for help throughout
this process, daily. It has been through conscientious, practice of the above guidelines
for 24 years that I have been able to get delivered, stay in recovery (by attending 12
Step meetings regularly), counsel addicts,
run a men’s recovery house, pastor a
church, be a father/husband and carry a
message of hope nationwide.
This is a long way from not being able
to stop smoking that cocaine pipe at night
and preaching from the pulpit on Sunday
morning. I was a wreck and could not help
myself. Then God answered my prayer. He
can do it for you despite your profession, if
you surrender to Him to win you back.
Contact Dr. Jordan at 443-250-9635, for
counseling, treatment, speaking engagements
or email him at ProphetBasha@aol.com. Listen to his radio broadcast online at www.HopeAliveMinistry.org or listen to WRXB radio
1590am. on Sat.8:30am.

Cold case in Clearwater
BY YOLANDA COWART
The Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER — Andrea Bolden, the widow of
Clarence Bolden, will be
joined by the Springtime
Club next month as they
take their search for answers to the streets. The
goal is to encourage anyone
with information to come
forward in hopes that it will
generate new leads in her
slain husband’s 11 year old
cold murder case.
The Springtime Club is
sponsoring and hosting a
Street Lighting Service on
Feb. 8 in observation of the
anniversary of Bolden’s untimely death, and Candlelight Vigil Feb. 9 to honor
Bolden’s memory and pay
tribute to his family.
The vigils are a part of a
larger program, National
Crime Victim’s Rights Week
(NCVRW) that will take
place the week of April 2127. Each April since 1981,
the Department of Justice’s
Office for Victims of Crime
(OVC), has helped lead
communities throughout
the country in their annual
observances by promoting
victims’ rights and honoring
crime victims and those who
advocate on their behalf.
The Springtime Club
adopted the national project
last year as one of its core
programs for creating respect and responsibility, promoting harmony, and
capturing value in the community. The Club utilizes the
project to improve public
awareness for crime victims
and crime victims’ rights.
Their services are designed to support crime victims’ survivors and their
families; to advocate justice
for cold cases; increase education and awareness on the
long lasting effects of crime
in the community, while
heightening the responsiveness to crime victims’ survivors needs.
This year’s national
NCVRW theme is “New
Challenges. New Solutions.”
Bolden and the Springtime
Club will be focusing on an

old challenge, with a new
solution. The challenge of
“Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell,” and
the code of silence that encourages residents not to
ask questions and witnesses
not to tell what they seen or
what they know. The new
solution is enhancing community involvement by taking its crusade for truth and
justice to the streets.
Bolden was thrilled
when The Springtime Club
approached her to assist her
and her daughter, Tyra,
with this year’s activities to
honor their loved one. She
is convinced that her husband’s case will never be
solved until someone comes
forward to tell what they
know.
“I know it is time to take
our campaign to the
streets,” said Bolden.
Bolden appreciates the
Springtime Club for taking
interest in her husband’s
cold case is hopeful that
through the club’s support
and efforts, she can extend
her family’s reach in the
community and encourage
those with information on
Clarence’s case to come
forward and provide her
and their daughter with the
answers they need to get
justice and find closure.
“It’s time! We have
waited long enough. It’s
time to talk,” said Bolden.
The Clearwater Police
Department detectives are

asking for help from their
citizens to assist in identifying the two individuals responsible for the murder of
Clarence Bolden. Feb. 7,
2002, Bolden was shot and
killed while attending a
poker game at 1722 Fulton
Street in Clearwater.
Two masked men interrupted the game in an apparent robbery and Bolden
was shot as he showed his
resentment for being
forced to turn over his
money. CRIME STOPPERS
of Pinellas County will pay
up to $1,000 for information
leading to an arrest of the
suspects.
An additional reward of
up to $25,000 is being offered by the Clearwater Police
Department
for
information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
persons responsible. This
reward does not expire.
Fri., Feb. 8 — Remember, Remind, and Respect:
Street Candlelight Vigil and
Balloon Release Ceremony
at 1141 Beckett St., Clearwater (right off of MLK
Blvd). From 6-8 p.m.
(march lineup begins at 5
p.m.)
Sat., Feb. 9 — Candlelight Vigil for Clarence
Bolden: Remember, Remind, and Respect Springtime Elks Lodge #592 1011
Engman St., Clearwater
from 6-8 p.m.

Emanuel Stewart: Local civil
rights champion
Emanuel Stewart,
surely among the most
distinguished educators
in St. Petersburg’s history, was also a civil
rights champion. A tall,
handsome man who invariably turned heads
when he walked into a
room, Stewart began his
life in the farming community of Shady Grove,
near Ocala. He was one
of eight children and
spent some of his growing-up years facing the
Great Depression of the
1930s.
“We worked hard on
the farm,” he told a
newspaper
reporter
more than 30 years ago.
“There was corn to be
shucked, the farm animals to be fed, cows to
be milked. At night we
studied by the kerosene
lamp.
“But there was lots of love with the
hard times,” Stewart said.
An educator for 42 years in Pinellas
schools, Stewart got his start as a
teacher when he was 18 years old, one
year past graduating as valedictorian of
his class. His first school, Moore’s Pond
Elementary, was held in a church.
Every Monday, the older boys helped
their young teacher put up the desks;
on Friday, they would take them down
and set up the pews.
Made a principal at age 19, the
young educator was determined to further his education. He got a $50 loan to
start college at Bethune-Cookman; his
father put up farm animals as collateral.
He graduated from Bethune, and went
on to earn a master’s degree from Columbia University.
During World War II, Stewart went
to Army Officers Candidate School at
Fort Benning, and then served for five
years in both the European and Pacific
theaters. Upon discharge, he resumed
his career in education and started
working in Pinellas in 1948, when he
took a teaching job in Tarpon Springs.
He served as Jordan Elementary
principal and became principal of Gibbs
High School in 1958, guiding the school
to accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Gibbs was one of the first black schools
to earn the designation. “It was my
proudest accomplishment,” Stewart
once said.
While at Gibbs, Stewart also
presided over an important, but often
overlooked civil rights event in St. Petersburg. The school’s 1966-67 state
champion basketball team won its title
competing for the first time against
white schools. Under Stewart’s guidance – and that of Coach Fred Dyles –
the players became not only sources of
community pride but also ambassadors
during a tense era in terms of race relations.

It wasn’t the first time that Stewart
had fostered the idea of community ambassadorship. He coined the name for
the Ambassador Club, a group of professional men formed in the 1950s to advance civil rights and take on
community service projects. The club
was instrumental in integrating the Festival of States parade and in encouraging integration of St. Petersburg
College (then St. Petersburg Junior College.) Stewart was one of several Ambassadors Club members who risked
their safety in helping to integrate lunch
counters during the early 1960s.
Stewart retired from the county
school system in 1981 after taking an administrative position in 1969 and helping schools desegregate in 1971.
During his career and after he retired, Stewart served on the boards of
more than 30 social, civic, fraternal and
professional organizations. He received
honor after honor for his civic service
and his soft-spoken leadership; among
them were the Volunteer Human Service Award, the Liberty Bell Award from
the St. Petersburg Bar Association, the
Silver Medallion Award for Brotherhood from the National Conference of
Christians and Jews and the Distinguished Service Award from the Florida
Division of the American Cancer Society.
In 1987, he was named the city’s Mr.
Sun, the first African American to receive the award.
But of all his activities, he enjoyed
helping youngsters the most. As long as
he could, Stewart spent Saturdays helping high school students pass their college entrance tests. He once said: “`I get
more pleasure out of helping students
than spending the day trying to catch a
fish. I came up on the rough side of the
mountain. I do what I can to make the
mountain smoother for those who come
behind me.’’
Stewart died in 2011 at age 93.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Imagine - a day of service

Parents praised for involvement

BY DEXTER MCCREE

From PARENT, page 1

Staff Writer

As the nation celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday and witnessed the second
inauguration of President Barack Obama, Imagine School of St. Petersburg labored to
improve the community with a Day of Service. Parents, students, staff and community
volunteers all came together, symbolic of Dr. Kings dream, for the day of gratitude. We
were able to capture the moment at Imagine School at St. Petersburg.

Imagine faculty and
students cleaning litter
and sprucing up
planter bed.

Payton Campbell, Zamoria Hilton, Joy
Danies and Isabell Opper ready to work.

Tai Tomlin painting the
border of the flower bed.

The plants and mulch is ready
to go down.

Teacher, Kemeela Gulley and her students
with a re-mulched playground.

Wengay Newton, awards
were given and refreshments and fellowship followed. Then the group got
down to business.
Program participants
picked from a variety of
small, lively “break-out”
sessions designed to encourage and educate them
on the role of community
support
in
boosting
parental participation in
education.
Engagement, in this instance, is defined as the
act of sharing in activities,
specifically involvement in
a child’s school and educational process which includes
not
only
participation at the child’s
school, but one-on-one
time, creative/imaginative
play, and communication.
Many of us take for
granted that parental engagement is second nature. Unfortunately, in
today’s work-a-day world,
it is not. Sadly, in too many
situations, parental engagement needs to be fostered,
encourage,
promoted and taught.
South county is in an
educational crisis. Youth
age 11 and up are being
arrested in record numbers. During the years of
forced bussing, children
were literally removed
from the home, backyards
and neighborhoods for up
to 12 hours a day. With a
return to neighborhood
schools, we now have our
children back in the village.
As a result of schools
being such a vast distance
from neighborhoods, for
decades, and due to lack
of transportation and the
rigors of work schedules,
generations of parents
were not able to volunteer
at their children’s schools
or participate in Parent
Student Teacher Associations or Student Activities
Committee at their children’s school – this resulted, for a lot of reasons,
in a loss of community and
community building.
As a result of the
“bussing years” many of
today’s parents did not
have parental educational
engagement modeled for
them by their own parents. The schools were
simply too far away.
Through no fault of their
own, some of today’s parents may lack the skills
and appreciation of what is
necessary to promote successful school experiences for their children.
Alliances and bonds
necessary for student success, traditionally formed
between parents in the
neighborhood, ceased to

A proud Nikki Johnson receives her
award for parental engagement.

Jamon and Arilah Saunders receive award.
exist. For many, the connections have been forged
at churches and by alternative civic organizations.
For others the networks
were lost entirely.
PSFEC, the South
County Community Council, Juvenile Welfare Board
and others are teaming up
to help solve these pressing issues and stepping up
to insure the success of
our village, championing
the cause of parental engagement which is vital
for the success of this generation.
It’s been said that it
takes a village to raise a
child, and no matter what
neighborhood you call
your
village,
Rainey
stressed that your help is
urgently needed.
Here are a few ways
you can become involved:

Set aside some time
each day to communicate
with your children and
any others that need a
friend. Ask them about
their homework. Listen.
Join the South County
Community Council on
the first Thursday of every
month at the Gulfport
Neighborhood Center at
3:30 p.m. – members meet
to share, learn and recommit to support this effort.
Tonight, Jan. 31, at
7:30 p.m., join Councilman
Wengay Newton and others for a town hall style
meeting entitled, Florida’s
Children Need You, at the
Job Corps Gymnasium located at 500 22nd St. S.
For more information,
please call Christine Henderson at 877-751-6183.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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MLK Annual Awards Banquet

 


From AWARDS, page 1

and favorite songs of Dr.
King. The packed Marriott
Ball Room erupted into
standing ovations time and
time again as he left the
crowd breathless with
unimaginable notes held for
infinite periods of time.
As keynote speaker,
Phipps delivered a powerful
message that was the central theme of Dr. King’s life
and embodied in all his
speeches was the human
desire for freedom. He also,
received the MLK Life Time
Achievement Legacy Award
in Music and Humanitarianism to the crowds delight.
Phipps set the tone for
the night as Brown called
up the honorees to present
them with the prestigious
MLK Life Time Achievement Legacy Award.
“I simply want to thank
this Commission for this national platform to honor
those of us who worked to
impact a nation in the same

revor Pettiford,
Bay News 9 Sr.
Reporter and
Master of Ceremony
with Lois Williams
spirit as Dr. King,” said honoree Dr. Bobby Doctor.
“With all the years I spent in
Florida protecting the rights
of black folk, even means
even more.” Doctor was the
recipient of the MLK Life
Time Achievement Award
in Civil Rights.
Dr. Paul B. Mohr, Sr.
was the recipient of the
MLK Life Time Achievement Legacy Award in Education. Mohr is President
Emeritus of Talladega College in Talladega, Ala., former vice president of
Norfolk State University,
former dean of the FAMU
School of Education and is
currently director of Special
Programs and Projects for
the Alabama Commission
on Higher Education.
“This award vindicates
for me that all my sacrifices
and my work to mold young
academicians into university

presidents,
chancellors,
deans and CEOs in every
imaginable profession who
have then go on to pave the
way for the matriculation of
other African Americans to
the collegiate ranks and
ranks of leadership makes it
all worthwhile. Even though
the Board of Regents and
Governor ran me out the
state for saving FAMU from
being merged with Florida
State, I like Dr. King, perceive it all as a blessing,”
stated Mohr.
Tracy Martin and Sabrina Fulton, the parents of
slain 17-year-old Trayvon
Martin, and their attorney
Darryl Parks joined the celebration and were in a comfort zone with the other
honorees who like them
have chosen to stand as Dr.
King in the midst of a crisis.
Both parents were the recipients of the MLK Life Time
Achievement Legacy Award
in Judicial Justice.
“It was all I could do to
hold back the tears,” said
Martin. “This is an unbelievable honor,” stated Fulton.
Everyone stood and gave
the parents a round of applause for the courage they
displayed throughout their
tragedy. Phipps dedicated
the song “I Believe” to
them.
Dr. Joe DiStefano received the MLK Life Time
Achievement Legacy Award
in Medicine. He has trained
over 300 medical doctors in
alternative and preventive
healthcare and has provided
hope and recovery for thousands. He thanked the attendees and commission for
connecting his life’s work
with the spirit of Dr. King
and his legacy.
As the banquet began to
close as it has done for the
past 28 years, MLK commissioner Bishop Dr. Clarice
Pennington took the microphone to honor Brown with
the MLK Life Time
Achievement Legacy Award
for Preserving Social, Economic and Political Justice
in the State of Florida.
Brown works tirelessly
every year to bring the
legacy of Dr. King to St. Petersburg.
In all, the crowd had a
Halleluiah great time as
gospel artist showed out
and moved the spirit filled
crowd with his latest gospel
hits. If that wasn’t enough,
the children of the St. Pete
Mime Performers gave the
crown a roller coaster ride
with their performance of
jubilation and praise of God.

 


Courtesy of

Paul has everyone mesmerized during his
acceptance speech, Trevor, Sevell and Wintley.

Dr. Joe DiStefano
speaking to audience
after receiving award.

International renowned
soloist Wintley Phipps
singing at banquet.

     
     
      
 
         



 
 

      


       
       

 






Tracy Martin and Sabrina Fulton
pose with Wintley Phipps.

      
      

       


        
    
      

    

   


     


Dr. Bobby Doctor, former Nat. Dir. of the U.S.
Commission On Civil Rights receiving award.
Sheriff Bob Gauliteri
and Mayor Bill Foster
thanked the attendees and
honorees for making this
year’s MLK Awards Banquet the greatest ever.
Chairman Karl Nurse, Superintendent
Michael

Grego, School Board Chairwoman Carol Cook and
Commissioner
Kenneth
Welch also had nothing but
praise for this gathering of
the nationally renowned
honorees and their contributions to society.
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Stories of St. Petersburg’s hidden past

Academy Prep: Prepping kids for college

From HISTORY , page 1

From PREP , page 1

I’m not going to babble
upon those things today.”
Instead he painted a picture of his early days in
school.
Across the street from
his home was Jordan Park
Academy. Established in
1925, Jordan Park Academy
was created as a result of
overcrowding at nearby
Davis Academy, the first educational center for blacks
who wanted to go to school
in St. Petersburg. According to Rubin the community
came together along with a
few principals and petitioned the county to open
Jordan Academy.
“All the elementary
schools that black students
could attend were academies,” Rubin explained.
The process of desegregation was broached as
Rubin
explained
the
bussing of African Americans, “Negros we were
called back then,” Rubin
pointed out, to various
schools throughout the
county; its attempt to rectify
past mistakes.
But Rubin exposed a
slightly more strained situation than what the general
media usually reports in regards to the desegregation
of Pinellas County. He discussed how children,
“young babies,” he called
them, in first and second
grade had to go as far as
Pinellas Park or Largo, leaving to attend school in pitch
darkness and not returning
home until late in the
evening.
“We had a lot of adjusting to do to,” Rubin explained to the younger
generation in attendance,
“to make the school system
what it is today, as you
young people see it.”
Rubin went on to portray how difficult it was to
be part of the desegregation process and how it negatively impacted his life and
education.

Minson Rubin being interviewed by Jon Wilson.
“The results were
tremendous. Riots, the police, it wasn’t peaceful at
all,” Rubin said. “You had to
learn under those conditions.”
But he persevered becoming a proud graduate of
the class of 1965 at Gibbs
High. Rubin insists that
even though there are still
changes to be made, today’s
students have no excuses to
not make something of
their lives.
“Today you don’t have
those kinds of conditions,”
he told some current students of Gibbs High.
“Today you’ve got better
standards.”
Rubin continued to enrapture his listeners with
the brief history surrounding Gibbs High school. Its
legacy stretching back to
1927, when it first was established, Rubin explained
how Gibbs is often wrongly
thought to have emerged
during desegregation in
1972. He also educated the
crowd with little known tidbits and it was evident that
Rubin continues to take
pride in his Gladiator roots.
Bent on reaching the
young people in attendance,
Rubin stressed that the students of today need to respect their history and use
it to bring about a better tomorrow. He emphasized
the struggles of past students during the trial inte-

gration of schools and encouraged the youth of today
to take a step back and appreciate the sacrifices of the
African Americans who
came before them.
Rubin continues to this
day to be a part of his Alma
Mater and has kept the
knowledge and history of
Gibbs alive by collecting
pictures and information on
the community and bringing it to the school, showcasing his exhibits and
sharing the past with current students.
“It brings joy to people,”
he explained. “Young people say, ‘oh that’s my grandparent, that’s my cousin.’”
Rubin ended his talk
with an inspirational message to all in attendance.
Referencing
President
Obama’s words as he ran
for office, Rubin asked the
crowd to repeat the saying;
“Yes I can,” with the crowd
echoing it numerous times,
each chant more boisterous
than the last.
“When you say it, it
means that you’re committing to doing something
very precious with your
life.”
Minson Rubin’s story is
the second edition of The
Weekly Challenger’s four
part series dedicated to preserving African American
history through the eyes of
those who lived it.
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L-R, Sonja Felton, Leanne Howard,
Danielle DiRosa and LaDai Haywood.
One reason for the
high level of student success that sets Academy
Prep apart from other
schools is their Graduate
Support Program. Program Director Sonja Felton is responsible for
working closely with 7th
and 8th graders to prepare
them for the transition to
high school.
Finding the best fit for
each child and guiding
them through the application process, Felton then
tracks each student’s
progress throughout their
four years, keeping in
touch with each student
and ensuring they are on
the right path to graduating on-time.
“We really kick in the
hardest once they leave
here. We don’t want them
to fall into some of the
things that a lot of the public school kids are falling
into,” Felton explained as
she spoke of the myriad of
ways former students are
supported. “We go to
games, check on their academic record, just to
make sure their being successful.”
Felton knows this level
of commitment helps to
build a bridge with families and shows that each
student is supported in
everything they do both
inside and outside the
classroom. Throwing out
the old “out of sight out of
mind” mentality and encouraging former students
to
succeed,
reinforces the “we are
family” mantra of Academy Prep.
This building of trust
helps Felton intervene if
necessary when a student
falls on hard times after
leaving the academy’s
close knit program.
“They know they have
somebody rooting for
them in their corner,” she
advised. “Even if their parents can’t make that
game, the fact that one of
us is in the audience
cheering, that means the
world to them.”
Academy Prep instills
a family atmosphere from
the very first day of class.
Students are accepted to
the privately funded
school in the 5th and 6th
grade.
“We really want to
have a minimum of three
years to partner with students
and
families,”
Howard explained, “and
make sure we’re setting
them up for success.”
Students attend differentiated classes throughout the day geared toward
challenging learners who
are on a faster track, while
scaffolding those in need
of extra assistance. After
the regulatory eight hours
of learning, students participate in the extended

learning program.
Students choose from
an array of activities such
basketball,
volleyball,
baseball, and soccer, just
to name a few. Academy
Prep also offers music
classes like choir, guitar
and piano, as well as, theater. In fact, this year’s students just finished up a
holiday showcase in
which they performed for
families and friends and
are currently working on
the
spring
musical,
“Beauty and the Beast, Jr.”
2004 Graduate LaDai
Haywood is one of Academy Prep’s success stories. Feeling the need for
a more challenging curriculum, Haywood and
her family enrolled in the
program at the start of her
fifth grade year. She not
only benefitted from the
academic instruction, but
used the extended learning program to fish out
her hidden talents.
“Not a lot of people
know that I am good at
art,” Haywood confided,
“but I was exposed to different types of art [at
Academy Prep], so when I
got to high school I was
able to hone in on those
skills.”
Now a teacher at Acad-

emy Prep, Haywood admits as a child not understanding the need for
school to last so long. But
looking back on her experiences, she is thankful
her parents had the foresight to sign her up.
“You might get tired
sometimes, you might say
I don’t know why I’m
here,” Haywood said as
she reflected on her experiences, “but the hard
work pays off.”
Perhaps the greatest
measure of success that
Academy Prep offers,
however, comes from the
staff, students, and their
families all working together toward a common
goal. The term “it takes a
village” is practiced each
day and they stand by its
mission to educate the
whole child.
“We’re going to put
you into different situations that allow you to discover
your
talents,”
Howard explained, “We
will move heaven and
earth to open [up] opportunities.”
For more information
on Academy Prep, what it
offers, and how to apply,
check out their website at
academyprep.org, or call
(727) 322-0800.
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A Day of Service for Springtime
Elks Lodge #592

2013 MLK Car Show
ST. PETERSBURG – The
2013 MLK Car Show, held
Jan. 20- 21 at the Value Fair
Market, was hosted this year
by Forgiato Wheels in conjunction with Linny J and
Elite Media. This two day
event brought out competitors from around the area in
hopes of winning the $500
prize.
One such participant was
Tanaya Davis, who drove in
from Tampa in her 2007
Chrysler 300 Touring looking not only to compete, but
also to bring awareness
Originally from New York,
Davis was an aspiring fashion
designer. After realizing that
there was little money in the
fashion field, in 2001 she decided to enlist in the Marine
Corps where she worked as a
field radio operator.
Her plans were to serve
one term and enter back into
civilian life, but with such a
unique skill set she realized
she would have a difficult
time finding a job. In November of 2006, Davis decided to
join the army and re-class to
computers so when she got
out she could easily find a
job.
“Eleven years later, and
I’m still in the military.
Maybe eventually I’ll go back
into the sewing thing,” Davis
laughed.
In the meantime, she
found a new skill to add to
her repertoire, modifying
cars. While in the marines,
Davis was stationed in Fayetteville, N.C., which is where
she purchased her 2007
Chrysler 300 Touring. It was
there she was involved in a
car accident, and since she
had always wanted to modify
her car, there was no better
opportunity.
“I’ve always liked show
cars. I’ve seen all of the car

Tanaya Davis and her 2007 Chrysler 300 Touring
magazines and have always
wanted a really nice, modified car,” Davis explained.
So, she purchased a JT
Autostyle Phantom body kit
online, which included the
front grill, the whole front
end, hood, side skirts, as well
as the two spoilers in the
back. She got a custom
DuPont tri-coat paint job, had
the tail lights smoked out,
and swapped out her emblem for a Chrysler 300 S
emblem. To complete the
look, she added 22 inch
Nemesis chrome rims.
“My dream car obviously
is a Rolls Royce Phantom,
and I also like the 2007
Chrysler Imperial concept
car that I saw at the Detroit
auto show, so I figured I
could hook up a Chrysler
300 to be a cross between the
two, and not pay $300,000 for
it,” Davis said.
Since the modifications,
she has competed in two
shows and placed in both. In
the II D M Car Truck Bike
Show series she placed 16 of
20 for the top 20

best in show, and in the
Takeover Bike Show Series
where she placed first place
for the female division.
While stationed in North
Carolina, Davis met Patrick
Davis, the founder of II D M,
a non-profit organization in
Fayetteville devoted to promoting breast cancer awareness by hosting car, truck
and bike shows where all of
the proceeds go to the local
charities.
Last August when Davis
relocated to Tampa, she
thought to make a Florida
chapter for II DM. She is
now the president for the
Florida chapter, which just
launched at the beginning of
this month. The primary focuse for this chapter is on
economic improvements.
“We did big things in
2012 and now that Florida
launched in 2013, I’m going
to make sure we do big
things in this state as well,”
exclaimed Davis.
More information, please
log onto www.iidmctbss.com.

The Springtime Club in the MLK march in Clearwater.
BY YOLANDA COWART
Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER
—
The yearly Martin Luther
King, Jr. march in Clearwater brought out dozens
of local churches, community
organizations,
and people hoping to
keep King’s dream alive.
Ever y year, however,
the march gets a little
smaller as the city loses
more of its participants to
the larger activities and
events in St. Petersburg,
but the Springtime Elks
Lodge #592 can always
expect a decent turnout
as the community gathers to commemorate Dr.
King and celebrate the
national holiday.
Each MLK Day, the
Springtime Lodge opens

its doors to the community to recognize and celebrate the birth, the life
and the ideals of Dr.
King, who once said,
“Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is:
‘What are you doing for
others?’”
The lodge answers
that question by coming
together to ser ve its
neighbors and the community a meal with music
and dancing.
“MLK Day is a chance
to start the year off right
by making an impact in
your community,” said
Donna Evans, President
of the Springtime Club.
The Club participated
in the MLK march, donated delicious side
dishes and then spent the
entire day fellowshipping

with the community.
“As the nation commemorated the MLK holiday, it was imperative
that we reflected and embraced what was present
at the core of King’s vision: a united community
that ser ves one another,”
said Springtime Elks
Lodge Exalted Ruler, Mel
Akins.
Atkins shared that
many of the local businesses stepped up this
year with sponsorships
and food donations for
their annual event, to acknowledge the value of
diversity, the progress
we’ve made toward freedom and equality for all
people, and continued efforts to strengthen our
communities.

What does Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy mean to you?

Jerry Carter –
Freedom from
mental slavery.

Rickey Davy – Everything.
He fought for white
and black.

Robert Anthony Parks –
Hope for the future.

Omar Amraui –
Overcoming.
I’m glad to be here.

Mike Anderson –
He’s means to me
a gift of life and love.

Darrell Cohen –
Overcoming the struggle.

Hazim Taqash –
Freedom.

Ken Young – He freed us
from our prejudices.

James Tuhill – I felt he
was very courageous.

Rene Flowers – He was
a light and inspiration.

Craig O’Neal – Realizing
where you’ve come from.

Christa Shaw – A chance to
become change as a family.

Latoya Wells –
Equality for all people.

Lacy Shirley –
We shall overcome,
and we’re working on it.

L-R, Darrel Murray, L. O. Neal and Curtis Ross –
Realization of the dream.

Tracy Robinson –
A chance to think
and reflect on love.

Stephanie Wilks – I was there to
see the seed planted in Chicago,
and to see it come alive.

Janet Warren –
Freedom, baby!
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Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Which one matters… calories,
carbs or fat?
As you might expect, they all do. If
you look at any one diet plan, you’ll see
that there are a lot of conflicting strategies on how to lose weight and stay
healthy. Any weight loss program that
focuses strictly on low fat or high protein or no carbs doesn’t give you the
whole picture. Here is an overview of
why each of these matter:
Carbs - there are simple carbs and
complex carbs. Complex carbs are
found in fruits and veggies and are
very good for you in providing energy.
They digest slowly because your body
has to work a bit to break them down.
Simple carbs are foods that are very
refined and processed. They take little
effort to digest and spike your insulin
level leading to higher fat storage.
Also, these kinds of carbs tend to not
satisfy hunger and leave you wanting
more to eat. After removing them for
a few days, your body will start to feel
full on lean proteins and complex
carbs... fewer cravings. You may have
heard to avoid the white stuff. That’s a
group of simple carbs that we really
need to minimize: salt, white flour,
white flour pasta, white rice, potatoes
and sugar.
Fat - Fat is necessary, but there are
different types of fat. If you start to
read food labels, be especially careful
that the number of calories from fat
are no more than 30 percent. More
than that, and it means that you are
eating an item that is likely to be nutritionally dense. When you start to focus
on fruits, veggies and lean meat, you
are naturally consuming low fat foods.

Calories - Counting calories can
really be complicated... or not. The difference is in the kinds of foods you’re
eating. For example, if you eat out
often or eat your meals out of a cardboard box or can, you will have a
tough time getting everything logged
correctly. Again, if you are eating
plant-based foods and lean meats, it’s
easy to track calories because you
know exactly what you’re eating. After
a few days you start to learn how many
calories are in each component of your
meal.
Watching these three categories
will teach you to quickly identify which
foods are most beneficial. The goal is
to comprise your diet primarily of
foods that are nutritionally rich. Raw
fruits and vegetables are high in fiber
and nutrients but relatively low in calories.
Keep it simple! Stressing over
counting anything — carbs, fat or calories — can be a sure way to grow
weary fast. One easy way to assess a
food’s nutritional value is to consider
how close it is to its natural state. Raw
foods contain the most nutrients and
health benefits, frozen is the next best
option, and canned is a last choice because food has been so highly
processed that much of the value has
been compromised.
This week’s challenge: strive for
five! Try getting five servings of
fruits and veggies each day. Helpful
tips are found on the Weekly Challenger Wellness blog – www.wellnesschallenge2013.com.

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
I went to the barbershop to get a
haircut with my brother, my cousin and
two of my homeboys. We all entered the
barbershop and took a seat. The shop
was packed; there was hardly any room
to sit. After a while, one of the barbers
called out for the next customer. So I got
up and sat in his chair. The next barber
called for the next customer, but no one
in my posse got up. So another client
went to take the seat. The same thing

happened again without anyone from
my group getting up. Was the shop so
packed because of me?
Stop it, I say! —There is no reason
to take an entourage with you when
you’re the only one paying to get a service done. That’s not cool at all, leave
your posse home or outside until you’re
finished. It is inconsiderate to the barber, the barbershop and clients wanting
to sit and relax until it’s their turn.

Herbal Remedies
MaryAlice Cold & Flu Tea Tonic
These ingredients create a potential remedy to some ailments of cold,
cough and flu like symptoms. This is all-natural 100 percent organic. Use
1/3 tsp. of dried sage, ginger and cayenne pepper, 1 tsp. of witch hazel,
2 tablespoons of honey (raw if possible) and 1/2 lemon squeezed.
Dissolve all dry ingredients together in a small glass jar with lid (only
to maintain purity). Be sure not to use a plastic container. Screw lid on
jar tightly to seal in ingredients. Refrigerate for 24-48 hours.
Add 1 or 2 teaspoons to a cup of boiling hot water and allow to cool
down enough to drink. Put on your pajamas and get under covers to
sweat, get some rest. You should be feeling better by morning. Any questions contact hairitizsalon1@gmail.com



By Marlo Scott

Who’s doing your hair?

L-R, Michell Bradford, Michell Bright and Tara Teartt.

When most little girls are cutting
the hair off their Barbie dolls, Tara
Teartt was applying relaxers to family
member’s hair. Too young to realize
she was working with dangerous
chemicals, she enjoyed every minute
of it.
It is no wonder that Teartt attended
Dixie Hollins High School, the only
school at that time in the county that
offered a cosmetology program. She
then attended Lareves Beauty Academy and Pinellas Technical Education
Center all in pursuit of her dream of
becoming a hair stylist.
“I did hair because it was the one
thing that I could do best; plus it gave
me a lot of freedom. I could leave and
get the kids, come and go without
punching a time clock and not stay in
one place for too long,” Teartt said.
She worked in four local salons before opening the doors to her own
shop in 1996. With much prayer, she
came up with the name of A Cut
Above. Located at 1787 16th St. S., she
shares the work load with her son
Tremone Stokes, a graduated from the
new barber school AIB Academy.
Hailing from a long line of educators, from her grandparents who were
teachers in Clearwater to her parents
Claxton and Allie Boykins who were
also educators, Teartt emphasizes the
need for education with her children.
Not just talking the talk, she holds a
bachelor’s degree in social work and
is working on her master’s degree in
Liberal Arts at USF. As an engaged
parent, she constantly challenged
them, making sure they achieved their
goals.
Making sure her children didn’t
get into mischief, this mother of three
and grandmother of three made sure
her children assisted her in the salon.
“My kids shampooed hair, applied
base for relaxers and took out rollers
from customer’s hair. They did it all,”
she said.
She wasn’t just a strict parent hovering over her children unnecessarily;
she knew what it took to grow up without veering down the wrong path. You
see, Teartt is a survivor of substance
abuse and her mission in life is to help
others bring about change in their
lives.
“I love ministering and witnessing
to people, not trying to be all spiritual
or nothing, but just by being nice to
them. I’ve made a vow to God that I
would touch a million lives before I
leave this earth,” she said.
So when Teartt is out and about in
her daily routine, she starts up conversations with total strangers and a positive relationship starts right there on
the spot. She loves to encourage peo-

  

ple especially single, struggling
moms. She lets them know that she
was once in their shoes.
“I let them know that they can
make it pass housing, and public assistance. I know they can because I have
survived the struggle myself. I just
want to encourage teen moms to do
better, especially the ones that are feeling hopeless and raising the kids
alone,” she confided.
By sharing her story, she offers encouragement and valuable nuggets of
education and self-determination so
that the children they are raising can
grow up in a positive manner.
“Yes we have to nurture but we
have to do more than that. We need to
show direction to young moms on how
to begin to walk up boldly with their
heads held high and move pass being
in a low self-esteem rut,” she stated.
Teartt is paying it forward in any
way she can. Her salon is a refuge for
people in need of love.
“I have a couch, television refrigerator and microwave available so that
anyone who needs advice, encouragement or just feeling lonely may be
comfortable to come on in and feel
right at home. I care about you and I
care about your hair,” she said.
Currently she offers a $120
monthly plan which includes a relaxer
retouch and three other visits, and an
$85 month special that includes a relaxer retouch and two other visits.
With each relaxer a free protein treatment is given to keep the hair healthy
and prevent breakage. These plans
work well for customers on a budget,
and it is another way Teartt feels she
can give back to the community.
She feels that everyone that walks
through her doors is a part of her family. A few weeks ago, one of her clients
called to thank her for the treatment
she gave her mentally challenged son.
That kind of feedback lets Teartt know
that she is on the right track.
Teartt is in need of a few good stylists and a hair braider. She offers
booth rentals for only $100 a week,
and also a $20 per 24 hour chair rental.
Her reasoning behind this is because
sometimes a barber, braider or stylist
is in transition and are looking for
space without commitment.
“I know how it can be in our industry. If someone needs a licensed salon
to work from while they are getting
themselves together, the space is
theirs to rent,” she finished.
A Cut Above is opened Mon.-Sat.
from 8:30-6 p.m. with special appointments being available on Sundays
after she comes from church. For
more information, please call (727)
422-2215.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Gladiators on cruise
control with victory
over the Pirates
GULFPORT — Both
teams came into the contest missing key contributors in this district match
up. Boca Ciega was missing their top scorer who
was apparently injured,
and Gibbs was without
Shaquille Speights who
was ser ving a reduced
four game suspension
handed down by the
FHSAA. Also their leading scorer Barr y “Lite it
Up” Brown Jr. has been
out for the last two games
for undisclosed reasons.
The Gladiators held it
together for a 53-43 victor y as they have garnered the number one
seed for the district tournament. They jumped
out to an early 11-1 as
they hit several threepoint shots early. At the
end of the first quarter
the Pirates found themselves down by 11 points

as the Gladiators lead 154.
The play of Daniel
“Bug” Davis 15 points and
6 assists Darrell Fuller 17
points
and
Antonio
Walker 14 points lead the
balanced scoring attack
for the Gladiators. Bogie
cut the lead to six in the
third but the Gladiators
pulled away by creating
turnovers. As he quarter
ended the Gladiators
maintained a 41-31 lead
going into the fourth
quarter.
In the fourth quarter
the lead swelled up to 17
points. The Gladiators
have been on a tear lately
by winning 16 of their last
18 games.
“We got through it
tonight. We have got to
improve on finishing
games, other than that we
played fairly well,” said
Coach Murph.

Class of 1996

Kobe Bryant

Derek Jeter

Ray Lewis

Tiger Woods

ST. PETERSBURG –
Some very fine athletes
were produced in 1996.
These players will no
doubt become future Hall
of Famers in their perspective sports. Derek
Jeter, Ray Lewis, Kobe
Bryant and Tiger Woods
will leave a legacy when
it’s all said and done.
Each of them has received
accolades that will leave
them in the record books
for years to come.
Derek Jeter has been a
New York Yankee mainstay for the past 17 years.
He has performed admirably for one of the
most storied baseball franchises in the history of the
game. He has been labeled as one of the best
shortstops in the game.
Hs impressive resume
lists at least 150 hits. He
will definitely be enshrined in the Baseball
Hall of Fame.
When it comes to football, in my opinion, Ray
Lewis will go down as the
best linebacker to ever
play the game. Lewis led
his team to a Super Bowl
win with a mediocre offense, and has been an All
Pro at least 13 times during his illustrious career.
With retirement ahead, he
will be playing in the upcoming Super Bowl. No
doubt if the Ravens win, it
will put a stamp on a career that has spanned 17
years.
Kobe Bryant, a young

brash arrogant high
school kid, entered the
NBA with such great
promise. Being drafted by
the Charlotte Hornets, he
was later traded to the Los
Angeles Lakers where he
helped the franchise win
five championships with
and without Shaquille
O’Neal. Bryant who early
on dazzled the fans with
some Jordan like moves
was recently the youngest
in the history of the NBA
to score 30,000 points.
Last but not least, a
man who changed the
game of golf forever, Tiger
Woods. If there was ever
an athlete who has clearly
dominated an individual
sport it has to be Woods.
At one point in his career
he was head and shoulders above his competition. He spent an
incredible 281 weeks
ranked as the number one
golfer in the world. Over
the last several years he
has not been the Woods of
old but he is still a force to
be reckoned with. He has
accomplished everything
in golf except breaking
the record for winning the
most golfing majors.
Each of the above
listed individuals has
made some great contributions to the sport that
they each participated in.
When it comes time for
them to be elected to their
sports Hall of Fame, they
all should get in on the
first go around.

Randy Moss: From star to afterthought with 49ers
BY PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

NEW ORLEANS —
Randy Moss strolled to the
podium on Super Bowl
media day - his 49ers hat
tilted slightly to the left, his
sleeves rolled up high to reveal a cross tattooed on one
arm, a large “R” tattooed on
the other.
He carried himself very
much like the star he once
was.
“I don’t know how many
questions I’m gonna give
you,” he barked to reporters, before breaking
into a smile. “So go ahead.”
Then, for the next hour
or so, he was the center of attention - a role he seemed
perfectly suited for, even
though he kept saying over
and over that he just wants to
be treated like anyone else.
Moss proclaimed himself “the greatest receiver
ever to play this game.” He
urged all the coaches out
there to listen to their players every now and then.
“I’m me,” Moss declared. “I just do it my way.
That’s just how I feel. I
don’t try to be better than
the next man, or break any
laws or any rules. Nothing
like that. But what do I believe in? I believe in myself.
That’s just the way I’ve always done it.
“I know,” he quickly
added, “there’s some people out there who like me,
and I know there’s a lot of
people out there who don’t.
For what reason, I don’t
know and don’t really care.”
Moss was once the
NFL’s most dominant receiver, but those days are
long past. He’s 35 now,
clearly on the downside of
a career that actually
seemed over a year ago.
After bouncing around to
three different teams in
2010, he didn’t play at all
last season. But, he wasn’t
ready to walk away from
the sport just yet - and San
Francisco gave him a
chance to come back for
another shot at the ring.
There was one big
caveat: Moss would no
longer be the center of the
offense.
The 49ers had plenty of
others - from receiver
Michael Crabtree to tight
end Vernon Davis to run-

ning back Frank Gore.
Now that Colin Kaepernick
has taken over at quarterback, it’s easy to forget that
No. 84 is even on the field.
Sure, Moss is savoring the
49ers’ run to the Super
Bowl, where they’ll face the
Baltimore Ravens on Sunday, but he’s still struggling
to get his arms around the
idea of being an afterthought on the field.
“I’ve always considered
myself a playmaker,” he
said. “Blocking? Yeah, I understand that’s part of the
game. Me going out to be
decoy? Yeah, I know that’s
part of the game. But for
me not to be out here making plays is something I just
don’t understand.”
Then, he remembered
why he’s here.
“If that’s going to win
me a ring,” Moss said,
“yeah, I accept that.”
He came oh-so-close
during the 2007 season,
teaming with Tom Brady to
lead New England to an unbeaten regular season and
two more wins in the playoffs. Then, in the game that
really mattered, the highpowered Patriots were shut
down in the Super Bowl by
the New York Giants, who
rallied for a stunning 17-14
upset after David Tyree not Moss - made a catch
that left everyone in awe.
It’s a game Moss has
never bothered to watch on
video. It’s a game that
sticks with him to this day and probably will forever,
even if the 49ers win on
Sunday.
“There’s just something
about ‘07, being undefeated
going into a Super Bowl
and losing it like that,” he
said. “I’ll never forget that
moment because it’s not
fun when you’re sweating
and you have confetti dropping down and sticking to
your face and knowing that
you’re not on the winning
side of the confetti.”
Surely, someone asked,
winning this time would
ease the pain from five seasons ago.
Not so, Moss replied.
“If I win this one, that
means I could have had
two,” he said. “That’s something I’ll never forget.”
Moss’ last big season
came with the Patriots in

Randy Moss
2009, when he had 83 receptions for 1,264 yards
and 13 touchdowns. The
following year was a mess,
largely of his own making.
His days in New England were numbered before
the season opener when
Moss complained about not
getting a contract extension
and said he didn’t feel
wanted. After week four, he
was traded back to Minnesota, his original team,
but that didn’t last, either.
Moss griped about thencoach Brad Childress and
was waived, finishing out
the dismal, miserable campaign in Tennessee.
Not surprisingly, no one
jumped at the chance to
offer Moss a job in 2011.
It looked as though retirement had arrived,
whether he wanted it or
not.
Moss used the off year
to reconnect with his children, to get in some fishing, to watch some games
on Sundays. But he also
shed some tears, pained at
the idea of ending his career before he was ready to
go. He made sure to stay in
shape, just in case someone
wanted to give him another
chance.
“I love this game of football so much,” Moss said. “I
don’t like everything that
comes with it, but going out
on the field between the
white lines and playing football is something I’ve always done. I’ve been doing
it since I was 6 years old.
For me to be able to just
walk away from the game,

knowing that I wasn’t
ready, mentally or physically, it really hurt me, man.
It really depressed me.”
Then came a call from
the 49ers, who had come
up just short of the Super
Bowl during his season
away. They felt Moss was
one of those players who
might help them get over
the hump - not so much for
what he could do on the
field, but the impact he
might have on the youngsters in the locker room.
Moss started only two
games, finishing with 28
catches, 434 yards and
three TDs. But he had the
desired impact on Crabtree
and Kaepernick, passing on
his many experiences to
those who will carry the
franchise into the future.
“One thing that impressed me the most about
Randy is the way that he
works with all the other
guys, and not even just the
receivers,” 49ers fullback
Bruce Miller said. “He’s so
knowledgeable about the
game of football that he
coaches other positions
and has all kinds of tips and
reminders for everyone.”
As the Superdome
clock ticked down to zero,
indicating the 49ers’ hourlong media session was
over, Moss continued to
chat away at the podium.
Finally, Davis came over
to pull him away.
It was almost as if Moss
wanted to cling to the spotlight as long as possible.
“It’s been fun,” he said.
“But I’ve got to go.”

Seahawks LB Leroy Hill arrested
RENTON, Wash. (AP)
Seattle Seahawks linebacker Leroy Hill was arrested after police say he
assaulted his girlfriend and
kept her in his home
against her will.
According to a release
from the Issaquah Police
Department on Wednesday
morning, Hill was arrested
on investigation of unlawful
imprisonment-domestic violence and third-degree assault-domestic violence.
Issaquah police said Hill
would be booked into the
King County Jail, although
records Wednesday morning indicated he had yet to
be booked.
Both
charges
are
felonies in Washington
state. It’s at least the fourth
time Hill, 30, has been arrested and the second time
he’s been accused of domestic violence.
Police said they responded to Hill’s home
around 4 p.m. Tuesday. A
26-year-old said she had
been assaulted several
times and was kept in Hill’s
home against her will. The

women told police that Hill
blocked the doorway and
took her cell phone. She
was able to escape the
home when Hill used the
bathroom, police said.
She was treated at a
hospital and released. A
Seahawks spokesman said
the team is aware of the situation.
Hill played last season
on a one-year contract with
the Seahawks. He played in
13 games, starting 12, and
recorded 47 tackles and 1
1/2 sacks. Hill is one of two
players still on the Seahawks roster from their
lone Super Bowl appearance when they lost to
Pittsburgh. He’s played all
eight NFL seasons with the
Seahawks and has started
89 of 97 games in his Seattle career.
Hill is scheduled to become a free agent this offseason.
For much of his career,
off-field problems have followed Hill. He was arrested
less than a year ago for
marijuana possession in Atlanta, but the charge was

Leroy Hill
later dismissed. His first arrest came in 2009 in Georgia
for
marijuana
possession where he was
sentenced to 12 months of
probation.
Then in April 2010, Hill
was arrested by Issaquah
police on a fourth-degree
assault-domestic violence
charge. Hill avoided trial on

that charge after agreeing
to a stipulated order of continuance that required him
to avoid legal troubles for
18 months and complete a
one-year, state-certified domestic violence treatment
program.
Hill was suspended by
the NFL for two games during the 2010 season.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for February 2013
Feb. 1 - Year End Budget

Meeting
Feb. 8-9 - Mid-Winter Board
in Hull, Florida
Feb. 10 - Deacon Ordination
Services at St. Mark ~ 4 p.m. All
members, family and friends are
invited to attend.
Feb. 17 - Church Outing ~
Galilee M. B. Church at 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 25-28 - National Baptist
Mid-Winter Board
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
& Thursdays (closed during
holiday seasons and school
breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Put it on
Change is occurring very
rapidly in our country. We are
experiencing end time
prophecy, which has been
foretold in the written word of
God. Take a moment and reflect on how society was sixty
or seventy years ago, it is
very sad to see what our society is turning into in this hour
of time. If we really do know
the Lord, let us do everything
within our power to submit
our will to Him, allowing Him
to mold our inner being and
make us the kind of Christians He will be returning for.
Let’s take a look at this
passage of scripture and see
what it means to put on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Romans
13:14 reads, “But put ye on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make not provisions for the
flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof”. This is a very
short, but an important passage of scripture. How are
we going to put on the Lord
Jesus Christ? What does it involve? Does this involve a
certain type of clothing?
Does it pertain to the way we
wear our hair long or short?
Are we to wear pants or
skirts? Do we wear liturgical
robes, or long dresses? Do
we cover our heads with
hats, or turbans? In every
form of the religious sector,
we have had each of these
components sermonized to
us; however, this particular
scripture does not refer to
the outward adorning.

Our outward adornment
means very little if our inward apparel is not properly
adorned, spiritually speaking. The truth is our outward
appearance can be very hypocritical. Scripture informs
us to put on Christ. Galatians
5:22 instruct us on what the
Christian character should
resemble. When we put on
Christ the first sign of godly
character is love and it is
demonstrated, when we
show love for one another. As
Christians we are to show
genuine love and compassion because God is love and
without being transformed,
the carnal nature is incapable
of walking in love. If it were
not so, then we wouldn’t kill
or steal from one another.
Unless we are born again
then we are truly incapable of
loving our brother or sister
as Christ commands.
It is only through the
power and the gift of the
Holy Spirit that we can
demonstrate love, have joy
and peace, be longsuffering,
be kind and walk by faith.
Putting on Christ requires us
to daily commune with the
Lord. No matter what we put
on to portray holiness, without the word of God covering
us someone is liable to see
our nakedness. Our society
is naked. Our country was
established on the foundation of scripture and God
honored his principles even
when we didn’t rightly divide

the word of truth, the principles of the scriptures still
worked. Isaiah 55:11 reads,
“so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall
succeed in”.
God reigns on the just as
well as the unjust. Therefore,
we as a nation built our schools
on prayer, printed in God we
trust on our currency and built
our justice system on the
morals of the bible. God
looked down on us as a people
and a nation that loved him
and He blessed us accordingly.
For that reason, let us put on
Christ and make no provisions
to fulfill the lust of the flesh.
Each one of us must have a
personal experience with
Jesus Christ and a revelation of
the word of God in our own
heart. If we do not, then we are
trying to formulate a religious
holy appearance that does
nothing for us spiritually.
A false sense of holiness
is easily aggravated and cannot withstand under pressure. The result of this is
nakedness and it shows up in
our character as quick tempered, uncontrollable outburst, no patience, and a lack
of peace when faced with
chaotic times. Therefore,
let’s dress for success! Christ
will return and only those
that have put on Christ shall
see him. Peace and Blessings!

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Both the opressed and the oppressor
need a Savior
Are you aware that our
all-knowing God has invited you to come and reason together with Him?
[Isaiah 1:18] Before the
Civil Rights Amendment
became law, African
slaves, slave owners, the
poor and rich, the Holy
Ghost filled, praying in
tongues Saints, the apostles, prophets, evangelists,
teachers and pastors, former kings, queens, architects, doctors, inventors
and more as well as their
decedents had to depend
upon God and each other.
The U.S. government
did not include any of
them as being fully
human. Their humanity
was taken from them.
They understood it was
only the LORD God who
remained faithful to them.
They knew who among
them stole their chickens
and crops when they were
hungry. So, they gave
them food. They knew
who were homeless. So,
they let them sleep on
their porch and in their
Church houses. They
knew who were without
their family. So, neighbors
became their surrogate
family. If someone lights
were turned off for nonpayment. Electrical cords
ran from house to house.
No water, no problem. A
neighbor extended their
water hose to them. The
individual was respected.
Therein, community was
formed. [Isaiah 51]
After the Civil Rights
Amendment became law,
some African Americans,
while
acknowledging
their being oppressed,
publicly began working to
liberate their soul. They
understood they must not
take advantage of the
emotional dependence of
their oppressed community. Concerned with their
own existential experiences, they didn’t want to
resemble the oppressor in
their behavior. Therefore,
at certain points in their
lives, self infused internal



imaging of their independence created still a greater
emotional dependence by
diffusing a magical belief
of the invulnerability and
power of the oppressor. In
return, they became complacent to be under them,
depend on them, and accepted by them as being
significant.
Accordingly, giving
the appearance of being
free, they wouldn’t publicly acknowledge they
were still oppressed and
now emotionally dependent upon their oppressors’
evaluation of them. This is
the concrete that embeds
their engendered unauthentic points of view.
Now being positioned
against what is right they
cannot always recognize
what they are doing. Support with public appearances along side of the
oppressed is necessary
for their survival sake as
justification of their perceived personal value.
They simply concede for
recognition from their oppressors as being fully
human and honored as
significant. They become
hosts for oppressive people or themselves become
‘sub-oppressors’.
Throughout history
those who oppress have
been orchestrated by
bogus views about everything and everyone. They
feel “things” must be
owned and controlled.
Therefore, everything and
everyone else must be
viewed consciously as
inanimate objects, commodity and controlled and
categorized at another’s’
expense. People who oppress exist for only one
reason: their right to live
peacefully as being fully
human beings. The only
way to exact this is to dehumanize others.
The Hebrew Israelites
were such a people. They
stop depending on God as
their source and they
made their plans and afterwards expecting God

to bless them. They relied
upon arm of the Egyptians. Their payback was
becoming the Egyptians’
slaves. They asked for
three days off that would
be dedicated to worshipping Jehovah. Pharaoh dehumanized them. They
were told they were lazy.
Pharaoh worked them
harder with less by requiring them to make bricks
without straw, which was
needed to hold the bricks
together. He commanded
his slave drivers he placed
over Gods people and
their foremen, not to give
them straw to make
bricks anymore. They
must go and gather straw
for themselves. And the
number of bricks expected to be made would
not be reduced. God
heard their groaning. He
sent His Prophet Moses
to tell Pharaoh to let His
people go [Exodus 5].
God redeemed, delivered and saved them from
the burdens of Pharaohs’
rules of engagement. God
gave the wealth of the
wicked to them. Upon
journeying to emancipation into their own promised land, their clothes
and shoes never wore out.
No one got sick. But they
quickly forgot where they
came from. They started
to complain against God,
His Prophet Moses and
what God had brought
them out of. They soon
longed for affirmations
from the oppressive
Pharaoh more than the
promises, provisions and
protection of God .
Know this: All reality is
reasonable. R U an oppressor? R U oppressed?
Both of U need to be delivered. Jesus has loosened
the bonds of oppression.
Accept his finished work
on the cross. Become
your authentic self. When
the Son of God makes you
free, you are free indeed
[John 8:36 Galatians 5:1].
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